PAUL WAYNE TREVATHAN
February 7, 1946 - February 28, 2020

Rev. Paul “Wayne” Trevathan was born on February 7, 1946 and passed away on
February 28, 2020 at home following a long battle with cancer.
Wayne was born and raised in Evansville, Indiana. While attending Bosse High School,
Wayne became a reporter for the local Evansville newspaper and was the youngest
reporter to cover the political and crime beat. As a reporter, he spent a summer traveling
with the Dick Clark band. After graduating from Bosse High School, Wayne attended the
University of Evansville, Boston University School of Theology, Mansfield College at
Oxford University and Loyola University of Rome.
Pursuing a career in theology, Wayne served as a pastor in the United Methodist church in
various capacities until his retirement. His proudest service was helping Rev. Carver
McGriff develop St. Luke United Methodist Church in Indianapolis, Indiana to one of the
largest, most successful Methodist churches in Indiana. He used that talent to assist other
churches throughout the United States to also develop viable ministries within their local
communities. Upon leaving St. Luke’s, Wayne served as the Director of the Methodist
Hospital’s transplant center, Director of the Gay/Lesbian Center in Long Beach, California
and telecommunications project manager with various entities providing services
throughout California and other states.
Wayne loved people and collected their stories throughout his life. His sense of humor,
compassion, acceptance and love of life served him well in all his endeavors.
His greatest joy was spending time with his husband Michael traveling, attending concerts,
plays, museums and any other adventure the two could find. He also loved hanging out
with his friends, children, grandchildren, nieces and nephews.
A private burial at sea is planned.
He is survived by his beloved husband Michael W Fung, his sons Timothy Trevathan and

daughter-in-law of New Jersey, Jonathan Trevathan of Indiana and daughter Niceta
Bradburn and son-in-law of Colorado, his very accepting and loving in-laws, John and
Kammy Fung, three sister-in-laws, Betty Fung Posey, Patty Noonan and Kathy Arias and
their husbands, (7) grandchildren and numerous nieces, nephews and friends. He is
predeceased by his parents, Paul and Mary (Eaves) Trevathan and sister.
Donations may be made to one of the following in his honor:
• Boston University School of Theology
Please send your gifts to:
ONLINE: https://trusted.bu.edu/s/1759/2-bu/giving/interior.aspx?
sid=1759&gid=2&pgid=1333&cid=2638&appealcode=WEBSTH
BY Mail:
Boston University School of Theology Development and Alumni Relations Office
745 Commonwealth Avenue, Suite 109
Boston, MA 02215
• Southern Poverty Law Center
Tribute donation: https://donate.splcenter.org/sslpage.aspx?pid=1367
• Habitat for Humanity
Gift from the Heart In Honor of Friend or Loved One: https://www.habitat.org/donate/?
link=628
Condolences may be sent to the family through our web site.

Comments

“

Wayne and I were ordained the same years in the Indiana Conference (1970 Deacon
& 1973 Elder) and began full-time ministry the same year (1972) both in inner-city
churches, although in difference districts. Beyond the first 2 years our paths didn't
cross a lot, but I always respected and appreciated him. He was a great guy to be
around--both funny and smart. I am sure he touched a lot of people in a positive way
over the years. My sympathy to his family and friends, who mourn his loss.
Joseph Easley
P.S. for the last 20 years, we have lived in Evansville, where he grew up. Also for 46
years we have been very good friends of Susan (Whitledge) Ruach, another Indiana
UMC ordained minister, who graduated from Bosse HS in the same class as Wayne.

Joseph N Easley - March 27 at 08:31 PM

“

Wayne and I met at an Indianapolis West District United Methodist Church meeting in
the fall of 1975. I was impressed with his humor, irreverence, and insight. He was
pastor at the Michigan Street UMC. Soon he was appointed to St. Luke's. He shared
fresh ideas about ministry. He officiated our wedding in 1978. He met me for racket
ball, lunch, and golf (which he played cross-handed). Several consecutive years we
went with a group to Cubs opening day games. We took the AMTRAK (The Hoosier
State). It was a party! Most of my memories of Wayne include a party atmosphere.
He insisted I drive his new Alfa Romeo too fast on I 70. I missed him when he moved
to California. We kept in touch only with Christmas cards, and facebook. Wayne's life
and ministry was joyful, spontaneous, and loving. Farewell and Godspeed, dear
friend, Gil Hubbard

Gil Hubbard - March 27 at 11:15 AM

“

I met Wayne forty years ago as fellow counselors at Camp Rivervale. I was
immediately struck by his brilliant wit, coupled with a pastoral heart and a superior
intellect. Yet he was incredibly unassuming. I was proud to learn along the way that
we were fraternity brothers at UE, though in different years. I’m deeply saddened, not
simply that he’s left us, but that one who gave so much of his life to total wellness
had to battle cancer as he did. Rest In Peace, Wayne. Well done.

Mitch Gieselman - March 24 at 06:24 PM

“

So sad to hear about Wayne’s death. My relationship goes back to the United
Methodist Church in South Indiana where we served as pastors. I treasure my
memories of him and the opportunity I had to know him.

Bob Ostermeier - March 23 at 08:57 PM

“

I am so sad to read this. I have known Wayne for almost 30 years and was lucky
enough to see him and enjoy dinner with him and Michael last Fall! I loved Wayne
and will miss him! He gave the best hugs! My sincere condolences to Michael, his
children and their families! He loved you all so much! RIP my dear friend!

Nancy Zent - March 23 at 07:57 PM

“

I met Wayne many years ago at NEC when he was a contractor. He always had a
smile on his face and was a pleasure to work with. He had a wonderful personality
and perspective on life. I will miss him as will anyone who knew him. He brought out
the best in all he came in contact with. May you rest in peace.

Bret Rome - March 16 at 01:57 PM

“

A great person, it was my pleasure to have worked with Wayne. Since we had the
same position as Project Managers, many times we would exchange experiences,
and opinions on how to resolve the issues. I’m sure that my life has been enhanced
by Wayne...play it forward

Ken Hornback - March 10 at 09:10 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Jeff Siao - March 06 at 05:59 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear about Wayne's passing. I worked with him during his time with NEC
and proud to say that he wasn't just a co-worker, but also a friend. He was just the nicest
guy, always smiling and willing to help you. I'll miss him!
Jeff Siao - March 06 at 06:04 PM

“

I loved this day!! I miss you all so much. Wayne was an amazing man & friend the world
was better with him in it! RIP my friend!
Dannielle Hill - March 10 at 08:28 PM

“

“

I feel like I should be in this <3 Some of my NEC favorites!
Amanda - March 10 at 10:33 PM

Wayne was a very dear friend and person. He and my husband Glenn worked
together on serveral phone installations and enjoyed and respected each other.
Wayne came to Glenn's Memorial Service and by his ongoing friendship supported
me in many ways. I will miss his friendship and sweet smile. He was special. I am so
sorry for your loss.
Shirley Renwick

Shirley J. Renwick - March 06 at 12:55 PM

