IRVIN BURDETTE HALSTROM
August 25, 1929 - June 8, 2019

On Saturday, June 8, 2019, Irvin B. Halstrom, loving husband, father, grandpa, and greatgrandpa, passed away at the age of 89.
Irvin was born on August 25, 1929, on a farm outside of Paullina, Iowa to Edwin and Edna
Halstrom. Irv was the second youngest of his ten siblings so life was very busy, but he
fondly remembered his childhood in rural Iowa. He was drafted into the army and spent 2
years in Germany, where his best friend, Wilson Henderson, was on the same base. As Irv
said, “God does lead the way.” He graduated from the University of Nebraska and moved
to California to begin his teaching career, where he taught at Griffiths Middle School in
Downey for 40 years before retiring. On June 20, 1958, he married Shirley Joyce Lekven.
They raised two daughters, Jill and Laura, in Downey, California.
Irv had a passion for gardening. He tenderly cultivated his plants and enjoyed tilling the
earth and creating a beautiful, peaceful space for his friends and family to gather. Irv’s way
of growing his garden was similar to how he treated his friends and loved ones. He
watered his relationships with love which might include weekly long-distance phone calls,
a plate of cookies to neighbors, or succulent planters to church friends or those who might
need a pick me up. He pruned his family to grow stronger with his gentle words of wisdom
and steadfast commitment to each of them. He was known for his quick wit, his kind and
compassionate spirit, and his strong personal relationship with Jesus.
Irv was preceded in death by his father, Edwin, his mother, Edna, and 8 of his 10 siblings.
He is survived by his wife Shirley, his 2 daughters, Jill and Laura, his sister, Joyce
Grinstead, his 4 grandchildren, Keslie, Jared, Cole, and Ethan, and 2 great-grandchildren,
Jonsi and Wylie. A memorial service will be held on Saturday, June 29, 2019 at Downey
First Baptist Church in the chapel, at 11:00 a.m. The family has designated National
Breast Cancer Foundation, Inc. at https://www.nationalbreastcancer.org for memorial
contributions.

Condolences may be sent to the family through our website.
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Comments

“

Where does a person begin to eulogize one of the greatest men you have ever
meant. I was lucky enough to be able to call him my Uncle Irvin. Like they say - "you
can pick your friends, but you cannot pick you family." I disagree with that today as
the Halstrom clan was a great one to have been born into. The stories I have heard
from him and he has passed on to my nephew Eric will still be such a legacy to our
family. There are so many ways to describe this wonderful, kind, gentle, funny,
compassionate, movie-star good-looking and man of God. He was the glue that held
this family together and as most of us cousins lost our parents, he was always there
to listen, cheer us up and encourage us to move forward in life. I will miss those calls,
but I still have Aunt Shirley to bother on those Saturday mornings. Rest in peace my
dear sweet uncle, you are no longer in pain and walking the streets of gold with
grandpa and grandma and your siblings that passed before you. Until we meet
again, I love you!

Deborah Halstrom - June 28 at 02:40 PM

“

Uncle Irv to me , a man that will never be forgotten. Loved hearing all his stories about the
family, without him we would never of known so much about our ancestors. His love to
teach and care for young kids, the love he showed to his beautiful wife aunt Shirley, his
daughters, their husbands and grandkids . Tradition was also something he loved and
would prepare meals for holidays , the harvest.... and share the meaning of it all . Dishes
we ate off always came from someone special and he would share his story.
Uncle Irv and Aunt Shirley looked after our mom Sandy for years making sure she had
company after her husband passed away , and the family always had her over to there
homes for the holidays.
Miss you and will always hold you close in my heart.
Roni Martin - June 29 at 06:03 PM

“

What can you say about a man like Irvin? Well, you can say a lot and eventually, I
would run out of room to write because Irvin has compliments that can run a mile
long. Ever since my Papa passed on (Irvin's Brother), I had a void in my life that
could not be filled by anybody. But men like Irvin and his brother Richard are a rare
breed. And they were there for me. Irvin loved life and the vast array of beauty that it
gave to me. He lived every day to the fullest and with that, he gave a little piece of
how life should be to all of us. I don't know if you can say a bad thing about Irvin but I
definitely know he is a true product of his father and mothers upbringing. Family
meant the world to him and the bonds they carry last an eternity. Especially as I grew
older and wanted to know more about my family, Irvin was there to make sure
somebody carries this information to the next generation. The greatest story is of his
Grandpa Sullivan Sylvester Daniels who talked about watching and meeting
Abraham Lincoln when he was first running for president. Now you might think wow
that is cool, and it is cool. But the character of a man like Lincoln is a statute that all
of mankind should live up to. But most importantly I think of a piece of Lincoln

transferred to Grandpa Daniels and eventually to Irvin. That piece is how to treat
people with respect. How to teach the youth of America the truth and how to respect
where you have come from. And most importantly, how to look toughness and death
in the face and give it a middle finger. That is how I will remember Irvin. A man of
deep faith who was the beacon of hope and light for a group of people he served on
a daily basis, and it could be anybody from school kids, family, to church and
community. And those roots he established long ago have grown in the healthy soils
of our world. It started as he grew up and learned how to be a man by his father. How
he worked his way through school at Hatfields and clucked like a chicken in the back
of the store. How he graduated high school and college. And finally how he grew a
family of his own and fostered the rest of his family and life to grow. I can still hear
the stories of the neighbors across from their farm always bickering or the time his
mom said she had pop for him and his friend but it turned out she had split it into two
different bottles and filled the rest with water. Those stories and many more are what
make Irvin a special guy. And after it all, He only talked bad about one guy, Jerry
Brown, and we definitely agreed on that. That is how I will remember Irvin Burdette
Halstrom as I become a teacher like him and a man of great esteem like him. But
most importantly he now will be at peace and be able to see his daddy and mommy
and play with all his brother and sister up there in the great big blue yonder. As I told
him in our last written conversation, it isn't a goodbye, it is simply "See you later!!"
Eric Jones - June 27 at 10:09 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of IRVIN BURDETTE
HALSTROM.

June 25 at 04:26 PM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of IRVIN BURDETTE
HALSTROM.

June 21 at 12:23 AM

“

Awesome, caring teacher with a great sense of humor. I am better for having known
and been taught by Mr. Halstrom. He also gave his students some classic
nicknames. :) . ........S. Robinson

Scott Robinson - June 19 at 11:39 PM

“

What great friends both you and Irv have been- wonderful encouragers- we love you and
are praying for you and the family - sorry we will miss the celebration of his life - we will be
out of town- Dennie and Diana
denniedianaclemetson - June 25 at 12:38 AM

“

What to say about a man who was there for you in good times or bad. He was the
one that family knew would be there to support and guide them.He always had a
nickname for everyone. He loved to joke and tease family and friends. He was a
perfect example of what a man of faith should be. He will be missed by all who knew
him. RIP brother/uncle you are home.

Cheryl Grinstead - June 19 at 07:03 PM

“

I was one of his students at Griffith, too. He was remarkable in that he saw each of
us, individually. We each had our special names - some of them were awful - but
none of us have forgotten what special nickname Mr. Halstrom had for us. May God
bless his family in their grief.
- Dianne "General" McArthur Adams

Dianne Adams - June 19 at 10:00 AM

“

I to was one of the lucky ones he would call , I all ready miss our phone
conversations about life and of course California politics. I want to thank the
California Halstroms for making me feel like part of the family after the first time I met
Irv and Shirley I knew I was part of there family from the love and kindness I received
from them. I wish I would have known Irvin a lot longer but in the time I did he taught
me so much about life and the love of Jesus. I often say you can take the boy off the
farm in Iowa but you never take the farm and Iowa out of the boy and that's what I
felt when I talked with him. May God bless the Halstrom family.

Jay Jones - June 19 at 08:31 AM

“

Our family has loved and been loved by your family, our backyard neighbors, for over
45 years. We loved seeing Irv and Shirley pop their heads over the fence for a chat
or coming around the corner on their walks, sometimes with little Keslie in her
stroller. They loved that! Irv always offered words of encouragement, compassion,
and humor. He was such a godly, good man and I will miss him dearly. I will think of
him with love every day When I see his lovely succulent planter sitting outside my
kitchen window. Our family will be lifting your family in prayer, Shirley, Jill, and Laura.
We all love you so much!

Mary Parke - June 19 at 12:47 AM

“

Sending my love and prayers.... Pastor Gary W Neilan

Rev Gary W Neilan - June 19 at 12:43 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of IRVIN BURDETTE HALSTROM.

June 19 at 12:18 AM

“

A memory that stays with me to this day is:
Roll-call I am in middle school, and he keeps saying Kathryn and I say Kathy and he
said your parents named you Kathryn and someday you will be glad I called you
Kathryn, and I am!
Regards,
Kathryn j Murray-Cook

kathryn cook - June 18 at 11:58 PM

“

I taught at Griffiths with Mr. Halstrom. He was known as a man of integrity and quick
wit. He was old-school in his teaching and knew how to keep kids in line! I loved
getting kids after they had him. They were respectful and listened! Laura Taylor

Laura Taylor - June 18 at 10:01 PM

