HOWARD WILLIAM SHARPELL
August 23, 1924 - January 21, 2019

Howard William Sharpell, 94, was born in Manhattan, New York on August 23, 1924 and
passed away in the Veteran's Hospital in La Jolla on January 21, 2019. He was born to
Adolph Charles Sharpell, Jr and Lillian Trostels.
Howard proudly served his country in the United States Army during WWII and was also a
Prisoner of War during that time. He was involved in military sales for 39 years.
Within the communities of Vista and San Marcos, CA, Howard and his lovely wife
coordinated multiple city activities; The Vista Street Faire, Renaissance Faire and the Chili
Cookoffs, sharing hours of enjoyable time in the communities and with friends. Upon
"Ginny's" death, Howard became extensively involved with the POW/MIA group in San
Diego County. A historian worked with Howard and his story is told in a book, "I Once
Was..." A World War II Transformation. He was named Veteran of the Year and for a brief
time Howard mentored returning soldiers with PTSD at Camp Pendleton. He was very
compassionate about being available to help other veterans.
Prior to living in North San Diego, Howard and his family resided on the East Coast. They
enjoyed special times at the beaches in Lavallette, New Jersey and Southhold, Long
Island with extended family that still live there.
Howard will be missed by so many in the community as he is now home with the Lord.
He is survived by his loving family, son, Robert William (Cindy) Sharpell of Escondido, CA,
and son, Dechert William (Kara) Sharpell of Shell Knob, Missouri. He also leaves his
grandchildren, Linze (Jim) Maxwell of San Marcos, CA, Tara (Ryan) McCarthy of San
Diego, CA, Amanda (Nathan) Welch of Rancho Santa Margarita, CA, Zachary Sharpell of
San Luis Obispo, CA, Kayli Sharpell of St. Louis, Missouri, Ty Sharpell of Kansas City,
Missouri and great grandchildren, Kaden, Kohl, Brady, Blakely & Alison. He is
predeceased by his wife, Virginia and his son, Kenneth William Sharpell.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations be made to
The Semper Fi Fund, https://semperfifund.org/donate/
Condolences may be sent to the family through our web site.

Cemetery

Events

Miramar National Cemetery

FEB

5795 Nobel Dr.

15

San Diego, CA, 92122

Graveside with Military Honors 10:00AM
Miramar National Cemetery
5795 Nobel Dr., San Diego, CA, US, 92122

FEB
16

Celebration of Life

12:00PM

San Marcos Lutheran Church
3419 Grand Ave., San Marcos, CA, US, 92078

Comments

“

I met Howard Sharpell in June 1989 when I interviewed for a sales position at
Panasonic. The day I met Howard was a special day. You could not, not like Howard.
He had a firm hand shake . He looked me directly into my eyes and said, "Nice to
meet you, Terry." I replied, "Nice to meet you too." To me it was and instant like, and
we became instant friends.
Howard would have made a great sports announcer. He definitely had a very
recognizable voice. You could hear him for miles.
Howard was one of a kind. He was a man of conviction, Strong minded (to say the
least), a Family man, very Patriotic, and a friend you could depend on.
Howard expressed himself so eloquently in his writings, and he wasn't bashful about
expressing his feelings and opinions. I knew where Howard stood, whether it was
politics, business, sports, and life in general.
Howard was a devoted Husband, Father, Grandfather and Great Grandfather. He
loved his family and friends.
What a wonderful legacy Howard has left for his Children, Grandchildren and Great
Grandchildren with his book "I Once Was."
God bless Howard, and may he rest in peace!
Terry and Nancy Mulligan

Terry Mulligan - February 12 at 08:33 PM

“

I had the privilege of working with Howard at Panasonic for many years. He and I
shared many stories (about our lives) over the years. I told him that I had come from
an entertainment background and my manager use to call me Ronny Boy!
Once Howard heard that, it stuck & he started calling me "Ronny Boy" from that day
forward. So I decided to start calling him "Howie Baby". We both got a kick out of
that.
So this exchange of affection went on even after he retired.

Ron Cameron - February 05 at 11:55 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Lynnette Bordeaux - February 03 at 10:36 AM

“

Howard started our as my parent's neighbor over 20 years ago and then became a
friend. We shared stories and food and drink at our cul-de-sac parties. We had the
honor and privilege to honor him at the Veteren's Day Celebrations at Helen Bougher
Park and to hear him share his memories of the war. When Ginny passed away, we
spent many an hour helping with garage sales and enjoying Howie's unique brand of
humor. I became his neighbor 1.5 years ago as I moved into the neighborhood. I was
lucky enough to talk to him on the phone just before his passing. He will be missed
as a neighbor, friend and protector of our freedom. Semper Fi my friend.

Lynnette Bordeaux - February 03 at 10:17 AM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of HOWARD WILLIAM
SHARPELL.

February 02 at 08:58 AM

“

1 file added to the album Howard Sharpell

Barbara Risher Welch - January 29 at 01:10 PM

