DONALD CARLYLE JOHNSTON
January 11, 1922 - March 13, 2020

Donald Carlyle Johnston, beloved husband, father, grandfather, and great grandfather,
was born in Watseka, Illinois in 1922.
After spending his first 15 years in the Midwest, Don moved with his mother and sister to
Southern California, where he lived for the rest of his life, including over 57 years in the
same Downey home.
Don married his beloved wife Mary in 1942, spending almost 71 years together before
Mary's passing in 2013.
Don pursued various careers before settling on managing and owning aircraft parts
distribution companies and he later become a successful financier and real estate
investor.
Don's hobbies and interest included classic cars, farming and ranching, politics, and
Downey history and he held many church leadership roles throughout the years. He loved
reading and his benevolence was well known.
Don is survived by his daughter Dianne Pearce (Irvin) of Arroyo Grande, California; Jack
Johnston (Teri) of Hayden Lake, Idaho; and Richard Johnston (LeAnne) of Tampa, Florida,
as well as five grandchildren and eight great grandchildren.
A private burial at Rose Hills Memorial Park will take place.
Condolences for the family can be sent through our website.

Cemetery
Rose Hills Memorial Park
3888 Workman Mill Rd.
Whittier, CA, 90601

Comments

“

My name is Kathie, my father is Don Miller. My parents have known Don Johnston
since the late forties/fifties from Christian Endeavor. Their friendship was based on
mutual Christian faith. As couples they would often spend time together over the
years. Our family has fond memories of Don. Even within the last few years When
my father was not able to travel, Don met him in Palm Springs for lunch to reminisce
their many years of friendship. My dad said it was a wonderful visit and how much he
appreciated seeing Don again. We are saddened that they will not see each other on
this earth again, but will see each other in heaven. We thank you that Don was a
very special friend to my parents.

Kathie Palermo - April 01 at 09:43 PM

“

My name is Jeri Samuelson and I first met Don and family at the First Baptist Church
of Bandini in the 40's, which later changed its name to First Baptist Church of
Commerce. My parents along with several other families attended the church and
were involved in many activities. Their daughter Diane was a few years younger than
me, but we went to many church functions because of Don. He was involved in
Christian Endeavor, an organization which brought churches together for fellowship.
One of the things I remember best were Sunday night sings at the different churches.
Because I love hymns I enjoyed the times of fellowship with others our age. I had the
opportunity to stop by and visit with Mary and Don in their older years because they
lived close to the Kaiser Hospital for my area. Several years ago I stopped one time
and expressed my appreciation to him for all the times he spent driving us to
activities. We talked over all the memories of those years. He was so overwhelmed,
he called me the next day telling me he spent the night reliving some of those times. I
have always known him as a kind, appreciative, thoughtful man. Of course, I expect
to see him in Heaven because I know he had a relationship with Jesus Christ our
Savior.

Jeri Samuelson - March 30 at 11:35 AM

