DARIUS JOE MICHAU
February 27, 1957 - November 18, 2020

Darius Joe Michau, servant of the Most High God, and witness for Jesus Christ, was born
into this world on February 27th, 1957 in El Dorado, Arkansas. Just 5 years later, as a
young child, he was born again, accepting Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior, being
raised in a Christ centered home by Garland and Billie Jean Michau.
In 1962, the family moved to Norwalk California, then in 1964 purchased their home on
Carfax St in Bellflower. Darius was raised there with brothers Mike and Nick, and sisters
Vickie and Susie, and would live in that home for 45 years until his mothers passing.
Darius was an extremely accomplished young man, especially in athletics. At Bellflower
High School, Darius was honored by his graduating class as Athlete of the Year. He was
an All League Defensive End and Wide Receiver on the football team, playing both
offense and defense.
In track and field, Darius ran several sprint events, but was most accomplished at the shot
put. In his senior year, he was defeated only once in this event, and had top throws during
state competition.
Darius attended Cerritos College, the University of Arkansas, and Azusa Pacific College,
where he played football, but more importantly finished his Degree and Certifications for
Christian Ministry.
Over the course of his life, it was always clear that Darius belonged to God. But
Ecclesiastes describes a season called "rejoicing in thy youth", and Darius did explore it,
FULLY! He was a skydiver, a snorkeler, a surfer, sailor, race car driver, and motorcycle
rider. And he did them all fearlessly. And during it all, Darius shared Jesus wherever he
went. From Crescent Bay in Laguna to prison cells in Chino, he shared the Lord. He
travelled to South America, Europe, Asia, and the Middle East as an Ambassador for
Christ, building churches, schools and orphanages, and teaching countless classes and
seminars, and preaching from streets and pulpits.

Darius was an amazing friend, and a stranger to no one. He was always smiling. If you
know him at all, you were the subject of hilarious practical jokes and pranks. He was
known as "Uncle Darius" to everyone's children who knew him. He was gracious and
generous, and helped anyone in need. Countless times he employed people in his
construction projects or odd jobs, giving you both paycheck and your dignity. Other times
he simply paid a bill, dropped off groceries, or delivered furniture or appliances to help a
family in need.
Darius strived in every way to be like Jesus, so it was no surprise to anyone that he was a
carpenter, and then a general contractor. He built churches, homes, restaurants, shopping
centers, class rooms and orphanages all over the world. But mostly, Darius built up
people, teaching them the "way of the Lord", and building the church. If Darius could talk
to you now, he would tell you of Jesus, and ask you if you would accept Him as Lord and
Savior, receiving God's Gift of Eternal Life.
Darius always thought of himself as a "B.T.R.", Bachelor Till the Rapture! But God knew
otherwise.
At the young age of 50, Darius met the 2nd Great Love of his life. He met and married
Trisha Escalera. After their wedding, Darius took on a new countenance. He looked totally
happy and complete. She was his constant companion and fellow warrior in ministry.
Together, they achieved great things for Christ, teaching ministry, counselling pre marriage
and married couples, instructing in recovery ministries, and teaching and counselling in all
areas of Christian Life. Darius and Trish were totally committed to loving all of God's
children in faith teaching, ministry, caring and generosity, and Trish remains in the
commitment today.
Darius served at Calvary Chapel Downey for more than 30 years, where he was a Pastor
until his home-going on November 18th, 2020.
Darius is survived by his Spouse, Patricia Michau, Brother, Mike Michau, Brother, Nick &
Marsha Michau, Brother, Sam Turner, Sister, Vickie Michau, Sister, Susie & Jim Williams,
Sister, Cathy & Dino Robles, Brother, Mike & Lupe Escalera, Sister, Terry Escalera, and
his Mother & Father-In-Law, Larry & Stella Escalera. He leaves behind his Nephews, Brian
Martin, Denver Michau, Eric Patterson, Mike Michau Jr., Gerry Robles, Michael J
Escalera, Brandon Escalera, Anthony Montes, Jordy Montes, Miles Vasquez, and Logan
Lopez, as well as his Nieces, Heather Michau, Ashley Hearron, Roxanne Vasquez,
Monique Montes, and Angela Lopez.

Memorial Services will be on Friday, December 4th at 11:00AM at Calvary Chapel
Downey(https://www.ccdowney.com/>) located at 12808 Woodruff Ave, Downey, CA 9024
2.
In Lieu of Flowers, please donate to St. Jude Medical Center, 101 E Valencia Mesa Dr, Ful
lerton, CA 92835, by visiting their website(https://donate.stjudemedicalcenter.org/?_ga=2.
161011901.1691294845.1606158770-462932869.1589412945&_elqguid=8761162BE69F
40099D5783C6C81736BA&pk_vid=*pid*YjJjMThlNGY4YzA5YjNhMw>)..
Condolences may be sent to the family through our website.
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“

I just heard of Darius' passing. It's like reliving my husband's death three years ago.
Darius and my husband Bob were close friends for over 40 years. I remember Darius
joining us in Park City to ski. Afterwards you found them playing backgammon.
Darius was there for Bob when he was in the hospital and at home in his last days. I
thank him for his strength, dedication, and spiritual giving. He said the Words of
Remembrance at Bob's service. Trish and family, I'm so sorry. Know my thoughts
and prayers are with you. Bob and Darius are now HOME. Hugs and blessings, Judy

Judy Scopin - January 06 at 07:01 PM

“

I met Darius in 2006 through his wife Tricia and had the pleasure of attending their
beautiful wedding. Darius was always smiling, had a wonderful sense of humor,
loved the Lord and his wife Tricia. Darius and his wife came to my home on a few
occasions to lead worship and teach a couple of home bible studies. He was a
faithful servant of God, very talented and knowledgeable about the Word of God, and
was very well liked by many. I last saw him baptizing several new believers at
Calvary Chapel Downey's Baptism on 10/03/20 and had no idea it would be the last
time I would ever see him. We will miss you Darius and take comfort knowing we will
see you again in heaven. My prayers and thoughts are with Tricia, and the family.

Blanca Hernandez - December 05, 2020 at 03:19 AM

“

Linda and I got to know Pastor Darius and Trisha when we traveled to Israel in 2011.
I remember we were going to get baptized in the Jordan River and there were a lot of
small fishes biting at our legs. Without a blink he grabbed a whole loaf of bread and
walked a way off and threw the bread in the water to attract the fish. That was his
heart, to serve others.

Geri Jones - December 03, 2020 at 06:24 PM

“

Hi this Felicia Knoth and i had several wonderful memories of Pastor Darius . first
one was He took a missions team to the orphanage in Mexico and shared a
message to encourage us during our morning devotions and as he was sharing the
Word of God , he had tears in his eyes , because how the Lord was speaking to him
what the Lord was sharing with us thru him and He had such sensitivity to the Lord
and people that got me thinking about my sensitivity to the Lord and to people. He
always had a smile no matter what.

Felicia Knoth - November 29, 2020 at 01:43 PM

“

We will never forget his smiling face. Especially when he came through the doors of
the Children’s Ministry office. I know he’s looking down at us with that smile.
Tricia, you are in my prayers.

Gayle Lecus - November 28, 2020 at 04:06 PM

“

My heart and prayers are with the family.i grew up in southern California with the
Michau kids.I am so sorry to hear this about darius!! He is rejoicing with his savior
that he has served for so many years!! Blessings!!! Kyla wilson yeatman

Kyla yeatman - November 25, 2020 at 03:50 PM

“

My last one on one conversation began one way and ended with us praying. That’s
what you call iron sharpening iron. Still doesn’t seem real but I am missing a man
who served many years and many people. Prayers for all family and friends as we
rejoice in the life of Darius.

Chad Naaktgeboren - November 24, 2020 at 10:30 AM

“

I had great memories of Darius when I was younger. Just as I do of you all! My
prayers are with all of you.

Beth Williams Sanders - November 24, 2020 at 10:08 AM

“

Yolanda lit a candle in memory of DARIUS JOE MICHAU

Yolanda - November 24, 2020 at 08:49 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Yolanda - November 24, 2020 at 08:48 AM

“

I was blessed to attend the Detroit mission trip last year with pastor Darius. His smile
was infectious and his love for the Lord was oozing from his pores. I am so glad our
paths crossed and I know he is rejoicing in heaven with the Lord, rest well pastor
Darius

Katherine gallimore - November 23, 2020 at 10:11 PM

“

Laughing, sparkly blue eyes that reflected his inner joy. A witty sense of humor that made
him fun company. A biblical scholar, he added to my knowledge of Judeo- Christian
connections. Spent Christmas at his and Trisha’s home where you felt His presence ,
celebrating family and the Reason for the Season. Rest in the glory you deserve .
Rosemary Escalera Gutierrez - November 24, 2020 at 01:29 AM

“

My heart hurts for my family. As a little girl I thought he was the coolest guy: his car,
his stories, his big old smile, his kind eyes will always be remembered. As an adult I
love hearing about his love for the Lord and the gospel. So thankful that we know he
is hearing “well done”. Until next time cousin, when we will be worshiping together.
Much love to Trish, Michael, Nick, Vicky and Susie.

Ruth Meyer - November 23, 2020 at 08:49 PM

“

I'very known Darius since I was 12, He was always one of those men whom I could
look to as a moral compass, an example on how to be a gentleman in today's
turbulent world. I'm glad to count him among my friends and family. He is sorely
missed by all who knew him. - AJ Lujan

AJ Lujan - November 23, 2020 at 07:37 PM

“

Darius would correct me on the pronunciation of his name caused he liked me. He
has that mischievous grin. Always thought about how to answer. Always encouraged
and quiet unless something was wrong and he became an apologetic, hurting, he
was compassionate, lost, he pointed to Jesus always ...always

Don Van Fossen - November 22, 2020 at 11:12 PM

“

Remember how Darius would ask me jokingly, “did you lose your salvation...maybe it rolled
under the car...” lol, he was not a calvinist, but he did believe Jesus did not give temporary
life. Jesus gives eternal life. He would ask “when did you get eternal life and how long does
it last”. Wonderful how he gave glory to Jesus keeping us and we not ourselves. Thank you
Darius for making us think about God’s Word...making our calling and election sure !
Don Van Fossen - November 25, 2020 at 01:23 PM

“

We are praying for Pastor Darius’s family and friends. His parting to be with the Lord
has been very hard. He was a blessing to all those he met and we are so thankful
that God gave us the privilege of knowing him. He counseled our marriage and would
pray and cry with us. We loved him and can’t thank God enough for the time we were
able to meet him and receive so much wisdom from him. We will miss not seeing him
and sitting with him. He shared so many stories with us that made us feel like family.
We rejoice in knowing that He is in peace in the presence of the one who created
him and we know that he heard, “well done good and faithful servant.” Till we meet in
heaven Pastor Darius.

I wanna add some words from Pastor Darius: “𝘐𝘯 𝘛𝘩𝘦 𝘏𝘰𝘶𝘳𝘴 𝘰𝘧 𝘋𝘪𝘴𝘤𝘰𝘶𝘳𝘢𝘨𝘦𝘮𝘦𝘯𝘵, 𝘎𝘰𝘥
𝘐𝘴 𝘖𝘶𝘳 𝘌𝘯𝘤𝘰𝘶𝘳𝘢𝘨𝘦𝘮𝘦𝘯𝘵 “𝘊𝘰𝘮𝘦 𝘶𝘯𝘵𝘰 𝘮𝘦 𝘢𝘭𝘭 𝘺𝘦 𝘵𝘩𝘢𝘵 𝘭𝘢𝘣𝘰𝘳 𝘢𝘯𝘥 𝘢𝘳𝘦 𝘩𝘦𝘢𝘷𝘺 𝘭𝘢𝘥𝘦𝘯 𝘢𝘯𝘥 𝘐
𝘸𝘪𝘭𝘭 𝘨𝘪𝘷𝘦 𝘺𝘰𝘶 𝘳𝘦𝘴𝘵.” 𝘔𝘢𝘵𝘵𝘩𝘦𝘸 𝟷𝟷:𝟸𝟾
𝘑𝘦𝘴𝘶𝘴, 𝘵𝘩𝘦 𝘳𝘦𝘫𝘦𝘤𝘵𝘦𝘥 𝘒𝘪𝘯𝘨 𝘢𝘯𝘥 𝘔𝘦𝘴𝘴𝘪𝘢𝘩, 𝘸𝘢𝘴 𝘴𝘦𝘯𝘵 𝘵𝘰 𝘵𝘩𝘦 𝘭𝘰𝘴𝘵 𝘴𝘩𝘦𝘦𝘱 𝘪𝘯 𝘵𝘩𝘦 𝘩𝘰𝘶𝘴𝘦 𝘰𝘧
𝘐𝘴𝘳𝘢𝘦𝘭. 𝘍𝘰𝘳 𝘵𝘩𝘦 𝘧𝘪𝘳𝘴𝘵 𝘵𝘪𝘮𝘦 𝘪𝘯 𝘩𝘪𝘴𝘵𝘰𝘳𝘺𝘑𝘦𝘴𝘶𝘴 𝘰𝘱𝘦𝘯𝘦𝘥 𝘵𝘩𝘦 𝘥𝘰𝘰𝘳 𝘵𝘰 𝘢 𝘭𝘰𝘴𝘵 𝘨𝘦𝘯𝘵𝘪𝘭𝘦 𝘸𝘰𝘳𝘭𝘥
𝘸𝘪𝘵𝘩 𝘢 𝘴𝘪𝘮𝘱𝘭𝘦, 𝘣𝘶𝘵 𝘱𝘰𝘸𝘦𝘳𝘧𝘶𝘭 𝘮𝘦𝘴𝘴𝘢𝘨𝘦 𝘵𝘰 𝘢𝘭𝘭. 𝘛𝘰 𝘵𝘩𝘦 𝘭𝘰𝘴𝘵 𝘏𝘦 𝘨𝘪𝘷𝘦𝘴 𝘢 𝘨𝘪𝘧𝘵 𝘰𝘧 𝘥𝘪𝘳𝘦𝘤𝘵𝘪𝘰𝘯
𝘵𝘰 𝘣𝘦 𝘧𝘰𝘶𝘯𝘥 𝘸𝘪𝘵𝘩 𝘢 𝘱𝘳𝘰𝘮𝘪𝘴𝘦 𝘰𝘧 𝘳𝘦𝘴𝘵. 𝘈𝘴 𝘧𝘰𝘳 𝘮𝘺𝘴𝘦𝘭𝘧, 𝘐 𝘢𝘤𝘤𝘦𝘱𝘵𝘦𝘥 𝘵𝘩𝘪𝘴 𝘨𝘪𝘧𝘵 𝟻𝟽 𝘺𝘦𝘢𝘳𝘴 𝘢𝘨𝘰.
𝘛𝘩𝘦 𝘎𝘳𝘦𝘦𝘬 𝘵𝘦𝘳𝘮 “𝘳𝘦𝘴𝘵” 𝘮𝘦𝘢𝘯𝘴 𝘱𝘦𝘢𝘤𝘦. 𝘛𝘰 𝘬𝘯𝘰𝘸 𝘑𝘦𝘴𝘶𝘴 𝘪𝘴 𝘵𝘰 𝘬𝘯𝘰𝘸 𝘱𝘦𝘢𝘤𝘦. 𝘕𝘰 𝘑𝘦𝘴𝘶𝘴 𝘯𝘰
𝘱𝘦𝘢𝘤𝘦.
𝘐𝘯 𝘗𝘩𝘪𝘭𝘪𝘱𝘱𝘪𝘢𝘯𝘴 𝟺:𝟽 𝘗𝘢𝘶𝘭 𝘸𝘳𝘪𝘵𝘦𝘴, “𝘢𝘯𝘥 𝘵𝘩𝘦 𝘱𝘦𝘢𝘤𝘦 𝘰𝘧 𝘎𝘰𝘥 𝘸𝘩𝘪𝘤𝘩 𝘴𝘶𝘳𝘱𝘢𝘴𝘴𝘦𝘴 𝘢𝘭𝘭
𝘶𝘯𝘥𝘦𝘳𝘴𝘵𝘢𝘯𝘥𝘪𝘯𝘨, 𝘸𝘪𝘭𝘭 𝘨𝘶𝘢𝘳𝘥 𝘺𝘰𝘶𝘳 𝘩𝘦𝘢𝘳𝘵𝘴 𝘢𝘯𝘥 𝘺𝘰𝘶𝘳 𝘮𝘪𝘯𝘥𝘴 𝘵𝘩𝘳𝘰𝘶𝘨𝘩 𝘑𝘦𝘴𝘶𝘴 𝘊𝘩𝘳𝘪𝘴𝘵.”
𝘛𝘰 𝘣𝘦 𝘢𝘵 𝘱𝘦𝘢𝘤𝘦 𝘸𝘪𝘵𝘩 𝘎𝘰𝘥 𝘪𝘴 𝘵𝘰 𝘦𝘹𝘱𝘦𝘳𝘪𝘦𝘯𝘤𝘦 𝘵𝘩𝘦 𝘱𝘦𝘢𝘤𝘦 𝘰𝘧 𝘎𝘰𝘥. 𝘐’𝘮 𝘴𝘰 𝘵𝘩𝘢𝘯𝘬𝘧𝘶𝘭 𝘵𝘩𝘢𝘵
𝘢𝘧𝘵𝘦𝘳 𝘢𝘭𝘭 𝘵𝘩𝘦𝘴𝘦 𝘺𝘦𝘢𝘳𝘴 𝘏𝘦 𝘴𝘵𝘪𝘭𝘭 𝘤𝘢𝘭𝘭𝘴 𝘮𝘦 𝘵𝘰 𝘤𝘰𝘮𝘦 𝘵𝘰 𝘏𝘪𝘮 𝘸𝘪𝘵𝘩 𝘢𝘭𝘭 𝘮𝘺 𝘤𝘢𝘳𝘦𝘴.
𝘚𝘰, 𝘪𝘯 𝘩𝘢𝘱𝘱𝘺 𝘮𝘰𝘮𝘦𝘯𝘵𝘴 𝘱𝘳𝘢𝘪𝘴𝘦 𝘏𝘪𝘮. 𝘐𝘯 𝘥𝘪𝘧𝘧𝘪𝘤𝘶𝘭𝘵 𝘮𝘰𝘮𝘦𝘯𝘵𝘴 𝘴𝘦𝘦𝘬 𝘏𝘪𝘮. 𝘐𝘯 𝘲𝘶𝘪𝘦𝘵 𝘮𝘰𝘮𝘦𝘯𝘵𝘴
𝘸𝘰𝘳𝘴𝘩𝘪𝘱 𝘏𝘪𝘮. 𝘐𝘯 𝘱𝘢𝘪𝘯𝘧𝘶𝘭 𝘮𝘰𝘮𝘦𝘯𝘵𝘴 𝘵𝘳𝘶𝘴𝘵 𝘏𝘪𝘮. 𝘉𝘶𝘵, 𝘪𝘯 𝘦𝘷𝘦𝘳𝘺 𝘮𝘰𝘮𝘦𝘯𝘵 𝘤𝘰𝘮𝘦 𝘵𝘰 𝘏𝘪𝘮 𝘢𝘯𝘥
𝘏𝘦 𝘸𝘪𝘭𝘭 𝘧𝘶𝘭𝘧𝘪𝘭𝘭 𝘏𝘪𝘴 𝘱𝘳𝘰𝘮𝘪𝘴𝘦 𝘵𝘰 𝘨𝘪𝘷𝘦 𝘺𝘰𝘶 𝘳𝘦𝘴𝘵. 𝘞𝘪𝘭𝘭 𝘺𝘰𝘶 𝘤𝘰𝘮𝘦 𝘵𝘰 𝘏𝘪𝘮 𝘢𝘴 𝘏𝘦 𝘤𝘢𝘭𝘭𝘴 𝘺𝘰𝘶
𝘵𝘰𝘥𝘢𝘺?” -Pastor Darius Michau
Melissa Queentanilla - November 22, 2020 at 01:11 AM

“

I saw pastor Darius every Sunday morning in the lobby with his Radio surrounded by
ushers. Almost every time I saw him he’d say hi and give me a fist bump. He saw
something in me that he’d always made that contact if he didn’t see me coming in he’d
quietly pass by where my wife and sat and give us a fist bump. I always wanted to go have
coffee with him but didn’t ask him being new to CCD. Now I’ll have to wait for eternity. I
didn’t know him like y’all but I loved him.
sam jebananthan - November 24, 2020 at 06:33 PM

